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Buffalo and Erie County Industrial Land Development Corporation
Board of Directors Meeting

May 27, 2020
@ 12:30 p.m.

Via Conference Call and Meeting is being Livestreamed

1.0 Call to Order

2.0 Approval of Minutes

2.1 Approval of the April 22, 2020 minutes of the Joint Annual Board of Directors & Membership Meeting
(Action Item) (Pages 2-5)

3.0 Reports / Action Items / Information Items:

3.1 Financial Report (Informational Item) (Pages 6-9)

3.2 Approval of Resolution to Submit Grant Application to U.S. EDA for the Bethlehem Steel
Infrastructure Redevelopment Project (Action Item) (Pages 10-13)

3.3 Approval of Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement (“DGEIS”) (Action Item)
(Pages 14-16)

4.0 Management Team Report:

4.1 Spec Building RFP (Informational Item)

5.0 Adjournment - Next Meeting June 24, 2020 at 1:00 p.m.
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 Consistent with the requirements of the New York State Environmental Quality Review Act 

(“SEQRA”), the Buffalo and Erie County Industrial Land Development Corporation (“ILDC”), as Lead 

Agency, engaged the services of AECOM to develop a Masterplan and a Generic Environmental Impact 

Statement (“GEIS”) for the redevelopment of 240 acres of the former Bethlehem Steel Site (the “Project”).  

The Masterplan and GEIS focus on the road, utility and parcel layouts and provides a description of the 

Project, the environmental setting, and a statement and analysis of the potential significant adverse 

environmental impacts, cumulative impacts, alternatives, and mitigation methods of the proposed 

development of the Project at full buildout.  Two public meeting were held by the ILDC to assist 

in the preparation of the Draft GEIS.   

 
The ILDC Board of Directors acceptance of the Draft GEIS is one of the final steps in the adoption 

and completion of the Final GEIS. Per SEQRA, the ILDC must resolve to accept the Draft GEIS as 

complete.  Once it is accepted as complete, a public hearing will be held on June 29, 2020, and a public 
comment period will be established, to expire on July 9, 2020, to receive comments on the Draft GEIS.  

Thereafter, a Final GEIS, consisting of, amongst other items, copies or a summary of the substantive 

comments received and responses to all substantive comments so received, will be prepared and 

must ultimately be accepted by the ILDC Board of Directors.   
 

Requested Actions ILDC: 

 

Seeking approval to accept the DGEIS as complete and to commence the required public comment period 
pursuant to SEQRA regulations and to hold a public hearing on June 29th, 2020 at 6:00 pm to receive public 

comment.  

 
 

To view a copy of the Draft GEIS and the attachments click on the link below. 

 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cgdfcmmvqvri0k9/AAC8q7ekgNnVIORSMK8enEO0a?dl=0 
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MEMORANDUM 

May 27, 2020 
 

To: Members of the Board of Directors of the Buffalo and Erie County Industrial Land 

Development Corporation 

  

Re: 

 

Bethlehem Steel Site Masterplan - Acceptance of Draft Generic Environmental Impact 

Statement  

  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/cgdfcmmvqvri0k9/AAC8q7ekgNnVIORSMK8enEO0a?dl=0


 

 

BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 

DRAFT GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT ACCEPTANCE 

RESOLUTION 

(BETHLEHEM STEEL SITE) 

A regular meeting of the Buffalo and Erie County Industrial Land Development 

Corporation was convened on Wednesday, May 27, 2020, at 1:00 p.m.  

The following resolution was duly offered and seconded, to wit: 

RESOLUTION OF THE BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL 

LAND DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION ACCEPTING AS COMPLETE A 

DRAFT GENERIC ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT STATEMENT FOR THE 

ADVANCED MANUFACTURING PARK INFRASTRUCTURE MASTER 

PLAN AND SCHEDULING OF A SEQRA PUBLIC HEARING  

WHEREAS, the Buffalo and Erie County Industrial Land Development Corporation (the 

“ILDC’) owns approximately 150 acres of real property located within the former Bethlehem 

Steel Site in Lackawanna, New York, and is currently in negotiations to purchase an additional 

92 acre parcel of real property also located within the former Bethlehem Steel Site in 

Lackawanna, New York (collectively, the “Real Property”); and 

WHEREAS, the ILDC, in its efforts to establish an infrastructure and master plan for the 

Real Property, must first comply with Article 8 of the New York Environmental Conservation 

Law and the regulations adopted thereto at 6 NYCRR Part 617 (collectively referred to as 

“SEQRA”); and 

WHEREAS, on October 23, 2019, the ILDC declared itself Lead Agency in connection 

with the SEQRA review for the ILDC Advanced Manufacturing Park Infrastructure Master Plan; 

and 

WHEREAS, on October 23, 2019, the ILDC issued a Positive Declaration, as that term is 

defined by the SEQRA regulations, for the ILDC Advanced Manufacturing Park Infrastructure 

Master Plan, and further directed that a Draft Generic Environmental Impact Statement 

(“DGEIS”) be prepared; and 

WHEREAS, a DGEIS for the ILDC Advanced Manufacturing Park Infrastructure Master 

Plan has been prepared by the ILDC’s consultant and reviewed by the ILDC staff and submitted 

to the ILDC; and 

WHEREAS, the ILDC has reviewed the DGEIS in order to determine the completeness 

of the DGEIS pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 617.9(a)(2) of the SEQRA regulations; and 

WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Governor of the State of New York issued 

Executive Order 202.1 suspending certain aspects of the Open Meetings Law related to in-person 



 

 

attendance, and further directed that public meetings be held remotely provided the public has 

the ability to view or listen to such proceedings and that such meetings are recorded and later 

transcribed; and 

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Executive Order 202.1 has been extended through June 7, 

2020 by subsequent Executive Orders 202.15 and 202.29. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MEMBERS OF THE BOARD OF 

DIRECTORS OF THE BUFFALO AND ERIE COUNTY INDUSTRIAL LAND 

DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION AS FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. The ILDC hereby accepts the DGEIS as complete and sufficient in scope 

and content for the purposes of commencing the requisite public review and comment as 

required by SEQRA, and directs that a Notice of Completion of the DGEIS be published as 

required by 6 NYCRR § 617.12(c) of the SEQRA regulations. 

Section 2. The IDLC hereby schedules a public comment period for the DGEIS 

pursuant to 6 NYCRR 617.9(a)(3), and written comments on the DEIS will be accepted by the 

ILDC until July 9, 2020. 

Section 3. Pursuant to 6 NYCRR § 617.9(a)(4), a public hearing on the DGEIS shall 

be scheduled for June 29, 2020 at 6:00 p.m., and shall further be conducted consistent with the 

requirements of the Executive Orders issued by the Governor of the State of New York, 

including but not limited to, Executive Order 202.1.  

Section 4. Given the various Executive Orders issued in response to the COVID-19 

pandemic, the public hearing will be conducted remotely through a web-based meeting platform, 

and the details for public access to and participation in the public hearing will be published in the 

local newspaper and posted on the IDLC’s website at least fourteen (14) calendar days before the 

public hearing’s scheduled date.  

Section 5. The DGEIS shall be distributed to any and all involved agencies, as well 

as filed and circulated, along with a copy of this Resolution, as required by 6 NYCRR § 617.12 

and/or any other applicable ordinance, statute, or regulation. 

Section 6.  The DGEIS shall also be provided to the City of Lackawanna Public 

Library and the City of Lackawanna, and posted on the City of Lackawanna website and the 

ILDC’s website to ensure maximum public access to the document. 

Section 7. The ILDC hereby authorizes and directs that the ILDC’s staff, agents, and 

consultants undertake any other and further action as may be necessary pursuant to SEQRA in 

order to meet the ILDC’s obligations as Lead Agency. 

Section 8. This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption. 

 

Dated:  May 27, 2020                                                16 


